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D. M. CANRIGHT 



Introduction 



Seventh-day Adventism claims to keep the whole law of God; 
it professes to observe all ten of the commandments delivered 
on Sinai. On the other hand, it charges Christendom in general 
with the guilt of transgressing that law. It accuses Catholic and 
Protestant alike of violating the fourth commandment, which 
enjoins keeping the Sabbath holy. Deeming the Sabbath to be 
the seventh day of the week, Adventism asserts that the sacred 
use of Sunday, the first day, constitutes a violation of the divine 
law. 

Now it is not my object in this book to show the fallacy of 
Adventism's teaching about the Sabbath. I have already done 
so, briefly, in the sixth chapter of Another Look at Seventh-day 
Adventism. 1 Numerous other writers have done so at great 
length, some with much learning (e.g., John Owen and James 
Orr). They have shown the validity of the Church's reasons for 
observing the first day of the week since Apostolic times. 

Accordingly, I am not now concerned with Adventism’s charge, 
but with its claim. However, seeing that all the evidence for the 
observance of Sunday has, through prejudice, little or no effect 
on Adventists, I will not base my refutation of their claim on 
the ground of the fourth Commandment. Instead, I will base 
it on the ninth: “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor” (Exod. 20:16). I will do so because of Adventism’s 
gross misrepresentations of Dudley M. Canright. 

Mr. Canright was in Seventh-day Adventism for twenty-eight 
years, rose to prominence therein, and then left it (in 1887). 
He subsequently wrote several books and pamphlets that have 
proved very damaging to the cause he had formerly espoused. 2 

i Procurable from Baker Book House, 1019 Wealthy St., S.E., Grand Rapids 
6, Mich. Price $3.50. 

2These include Seventh-day Adventism Renounced (1888), Adventism Re- 
futed in ten tracts (1888), The Lord’s Day from Neither Catholics nor Pagans 
(1915), The Complete Testimony: the Testimony of the Early Fathers, proving 
the Universal observance of Sunday in the First Centuries (1915), and Life of 
Mrs. E. G. White (1919). All five are listed in Bibliography of Michigan 
Authors , by Madge Knevels Goodrich, A.M. (1928). The first two are obtain- 
able from Baker Book House, at $3.50 and 75 cents, respectively (n.l.). 
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Elder D. A. Delafield, Associate Secretary of the Ellen G. White 
Publications, told me on July 13, 1962, that Canright has been 
the most potent adversary Adventism has had during the past 
eight decades. 

Ever since Canright left them, the Adventists have been doing 
all in their power to undermine his testimony against their 
movement. It is true, he was carried to his grave over forty years 
ago, but since some of his writings continue to be published, his 
critics keep active. I have recently been told by some Adventists 
that their church plans to prepare a “Life of Canright. The 
object, naturally enough, will be to discredit him so thoroughly, 
that none will ever again venture to quote him as a witness 
against Adventism. 

During Canright’s lifetime, this discreditation was perpetrated 
by a small percentage of Adventists. He declared in 1915: “The 
great majority of my former brethren have been very friendly 
to me and treated me kindly. A few, a very few, have done 
otherwise/’ 3 However, some of these few were very influential. 
They included Mrs. White who sent him two reproving “testi- 
monies*’; 4 G. I. Butler, then President of the General Conference, 
who wrote against him in the Grand Rapids papers and in the 
Review and Herald Extra of 1887; and Uriah Smith, editor of 
that periodical, who contributed to the same Extra. 

After Canright’s death, when there arose a generation of 
Adventists who were not personally acquainted with him, the 
attack on him became more general. Other Presidents of the 
General Conference — W. A. Spicer, 5 J. L. McElhany 6 and R. 
R. Figu hr 7 — followed Butler in attacking him. (W. H. Branson 
wrote his In Defense of the Faith, a Reply to Canright some 
years before becoming President.) In the same way, other editors 
of the Review and Herald -F. M. Wilcox (1911-44) and F. D. 
Nichol (1944- ) — followed Smith in writing against him. 



s SDAR, p. 9. 

4 Testimonies , Vol. V, pp. 571-3 (1887), addressed to “Brother M. ; and 
Ibid., pp. 621-8 (1888), addressed to “Brother O.” Earlier communications to 
Canright appear, Ibid., Vol. Ill, pp. 304-29 (1873), addressed to “Brother A”; 
Selected Messages, Bk. II, pp. 162-70 (1880), addressed to “Elder D. M. Can- 
right”; and Testimonies, Vol. V, pp. 516-20 (1886), addressed to “Brother E.” 
Thus Canright is Brother A, E, M and O. 

sin “Moments with old-time Volumes” in 1926. He wrote other articles for 
the Review and Herald in 1945 and 1949, subsequently to being President. 
«See Foreword to Ellen G. White and her Critics, by F. D. Nichol. 

'See Preface to Doctrinal Discussions. 
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Nichol’s volume on Ellen G. White and her Critics was author- 
ized by the General Conference itself. 8 Another periodical, The 
Ministry, in a series of articles criticizing Martins book on 
Adventism, contained an article partly on Canright, prepared 
by the Field Secretary of the General Conference, H. W. Lowe. 
In 1933, Mrs. White’s son, W. C. White, put out his disparaging 
Documents relating to the Experiences and Utterances of D. M. 
Canright. (I received my copy through her grandson, Arthur L. 
White.) When it is added that every book published against 
Canright was approved by the Church’s Book Committee before 
being printed by its publishing concerns, was advertized in its 
catalogs, and sold in its Book and Bible Houses, there can be no 
doubt that the Seventh-day Adventist Church, as such, has been 
responsible for the false witness against Canright. 

No casuistry, seeking to distinguish between the Adventist 
Church and certain individuals in it, can possibly avail. While 
it is true that many have not actively participated in this evil, 
yet some, possessing knowledge of it, have tacitly acquiesced 
in it, and so, in measure, partake of its guilt. Indeed, any 
member who should protest against the Church’s falsehoods about 
Canright, would be deemed disloyal to it. The entire movement 
— represented, as we have just seen, by Mrs. White, her son 
and grandson; the General Conference, with its Presidents and 
other officers; its Editors, and their Periodicals; the Book Com- 
mittee, Publishing Houses and Book Stores — is involved. It is 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church that has borne false witness 
against D. M. Canright. 

Since Canright’s death a number of articles have been pub- 
lished in his defense, but they have been rather limited in scope. 
In view of all the relevant facts, it seems that the time is long 
overdue for a thoroughgoing account of him to be written, so 
that everyone may see for himself that his testimony deserves 
serious consideration. 

I know it is said by some that Canright’s productions are 
antiquated. His quotations concerning some areas of Adventist 
theology are considered outdated 9 because current SDA publica- 
tions do not propagate certain views common in his day. But this 
is true only of official publications; there is an increasing volume 
of other SDA literature that affirms the so-called obsolete doc- 



*R&H, for Nov. 29, 1962 (p. IS). 

»So, Walter R. Martin, in The Truth about Seventh-day Adventism, p. 237. 
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trines. Moreover, these doctrines were taught by Mrs. White, 
whom all Adventist parties still confess to have been inspired. 
Since Canright’s quotations of Adventist theology were, in 
every instance, representative of the views of Mrs. White, they 
are no more antiquated now than they were when he made them. 

The reader may wish to know how I came to write this book. 
The facts are these: on June 18, 1960, in correspondence with 
a prominent Seventh-day Adventist (one of the authors of 
Seventh-day Adventists answer Questions on Doctrine), I men- 
tioned that I had prepared a manuscript on Adventism, 10 but 
I made no allusion to Canright. On June 22nd, I received a 
reply which contained this paragraph: 

“I am wondering whether you have a real acquaintance with 
the teachings of Adventists. It would make it possible for you 
to evaluate them. Walter Martin based quite a few of his 
strictures upon the statements of D. M. Cannght, an apostate 
Adventist minister who three times left us, was ordained by the 
Baptists, cast out by them.... each time he came back to us 
he repudiated his former attacks, but finally went out for good, 
I think, to all concerned. The man considered himself a lost 
soul who had turned from God and right. I have affidavits from 
his secretary 11 and from others that he often said, ‘I m a lost 
man, I’m a lost man!' He was like the desperado that wanted 
to bring down all he could before his own life was taken. That 
is pretty poor caliber of testimony on which to base an antagon- 
ism." 12 

On July 16, 1960, I answered the letter and referred to the 
above charges in these paragraphs: 

"Your several items derogatory of D. M. Canright naturally 
lead me to ask for substantiation. I would also like to know if 
the affidavits mentioned — on the part of his secretary and 
others — relate to Mr. C. before or after he left Seventh-day 
Adventism. Do they issue from persons inside or outside Seventh- 
day Adventism, or perhaps from both? I have begun my own 
inquiry concerning him, seeing he lived and preached only 65 
miles from East Lansing. 

"Before I commit myself regarding Mr. Canright, I desire to 
procure all possible information. Meantime, I will say this: 



io Another Look at Seventh-day Adventism. See n. 1. 
nSee Ch. XIV. 

i2A complete answer to these charges appears in Ch. XIII. 
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that whereas no sensible man would be inclined to accept the 
testimony of a duly discredited witness, yet it would not be the 
part of wisdom to pay absolutely no attention to it Indeed, 
such a course could be really dangerous. It was so in the old 
story of ‘Wolf! Wolf!' The crier had proved himself to be 
unreliable, and yet he spoke the truth when the wolf actually 
came. So, I submit that the question is not that of Mr. Canright's 
caliber, but of his testimony (which needs to be carefully 
examined by itself)." 

Sometime later, I received the following answer: "I think I 
do not care to discuss further D. M. Canright. If you wish to 
lean upon that kind of evidence, I have nothing further to say." 
(The reader will observe that I had said nothing about leaning 
on Canright's testimony without first investigating it.) 

It was this unprovoked assault on Canright that prompted me 
to begin the inquiry mentioned above. In pursuing it, I have 
travelled thousands of miles, written hundreds of letters, visited 
scores of people, and searched dozens of institutions for infor- 
mation — newspaper establishments, libraries, and various city, 
township, county and state offices. I have also made it my business 
to procure, and to survey carefully, everything I could find that 
has been written against Canright. 

Having now accumulated a mass of information concerning 
Canright — such as no other, to my knowledge, possesses — I 
consider it a sacred duty to share it with the public, especially 
because it serves to demonstrate the character of the Adventist 
movement. Before I begin, however, I wish to make a few things 
plain: 

1. I make no use whatever of rumor or hearsay; when I refer 
to false assertions, I refer either to statements which Adventists 
have made in conversation with me (or in letters to me), or to 
materials emanating from them which are in my possession 
(including photostats). 

2. I do not necessarily subscribe to all of Canright’s views, 
but any minor dissent from them involves no reflection on either 
his sincerity or his ability as a teacher of God’s Word. 

3. I bear no ill will toward the person of any Adventist. How- 
ever, this will not prevent me from speaking plainly of those 
who are manifestly guilty of evading, suppressing or distorting 
facts. In such cases, I shall only consider my duty to God and to 
His people. 



a 



CHAPTER ONE 



Family Background 

NOTE: The following system of genealogical classification will 
be used: 

I, for the first known generation, 

A, B, C, for the second, 

1, 2, 3, etc., for the third, 

a, b, c, etc., for the fourth, and 

i, ii, iii, etc, for the fifth. 

I. Johan Pieter Gemryk 1 and his wife, the former Margrita 
Smittin, were connected with the Dutch Reformed Church 2 of 
Kingston 3 , Ulster Co., N.Y., as early as 1733. 4 Two of their 
children were named John and Grietje (Dutch for “Margaret”). 

iThe only record of Johan Pieter spells his family name with an extra 
syllable: Gerenryk (n. 4). I have found only five other records wherein three 
syllables are used. There the spelling varies: Carenrygh, Kerenrick and 
Kerrenrick ( O.U . , Vol. 8, pp. 180, 188, 217, 306, twice). In the other hundreds 
of cases, there are only two syllables in the name. I, therefore, drop the 
middle syllable in the text above. 

*This church had its first formal service on Christmas day in 1660, when 
Dominie Hermanus Blom, recently ordained by the Classis of Amsterdam, 
administered the Lord’s Supper to seventeen communicants. Dr. Geo. J. L. 
Doll, one of the church’s several German pastors (b. in Frankfort, Germany, 
in 1739; d. in Kinderhook, N.Y., in 1811) was the Dominie during the Revo- 
lution. He became the tenth pastor in 1775 and served for over thirty years, 
the last to preach in Dutch. An inscription to his honor, now to be seen in 
the Kingston church, states that “by him the violated law spoke its thunders, 
and, by him, in strains as sweet as that of angels, the Gospel whispered peace.” 
Dr. John Gosman, who succeeded Doll in 1808, was followed, in 1836, by 
Dr. John Lillie, who became “one of the best Biblical scholars in the U.S.” 
(The New Schaff -Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge , Vol. VI, 
p. 490). 

3 At this place a trading post with the Indians was established in 1610 — 
the year after Hendrick Hudson sailed up the rivier which now bears his 
name, as far as the site of the present dty of Albany. In 1652 a town was 
instituted, “although there is little doubt that Europeans had resided in 
that vicinity before.” It was first under the Dutch government, then under the 
English, again under the Dutch, and later under the English again. During 
its first period under the English, its name was changed, on Sept. 25, 1669, 

15 
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Two of their grandchildren were named John, four Peter, and 
tw'o Margaret. Besides John and Grietje, the Gemryks had, at 
least, two other sons (Hieronimus and Zachariah) and two 
other daughters (Catrina and Regina). According to the records 
of the Dutch Reformed Church in Rhinebeck Flats — which lay 
across the Hudson river to the east of Kingston — five of these 
six children, Hieronimus alone excepted, lived in that vicinity 
in the middle of the eighteenth century. 5 I have acquired data 
relating to all five, especially to Zachariah.® 

Something should be said here concerning the nationality of 
this family: was it Dutch or German? Repeatedly we find these 
people listed as members of Dutch Reformed Churches, but that 
of itself is indecisive, because there wrere Germans as well as 
Hollanders who belonged to these churches. Again, we find the 
family name possessing a Dutch form, but we must observe that 
in these cases, the speller was ofttimes a Hollander, who naturally 
gave that form to names spelled phonetically. However, it does 
seem clear that the family was Dutch, inasmuch as several 
Dutch Christian names — such as Grietje, mentioned above — 
belonged to some of its members. (See n. 21). Moreover, Solomon 
Canright, a grandson of Hieronimus, declared unequivocally 
that the family came from Holland. 

A. Hieronimus, the progenitor of D. M. Canright, was prob- 
ably the youngest of Johan Pieter's children, for his baptism 
in the Dutch Reformed Church of Kingston is the only one 
reported in its annals. The ceremony was performed by Dominie 
Petrus Vas on the twentieth of May in 1733. 7 This pastor had 
arrived from Amsterdam in December of 1710, and he continued 



from Esopus and Wiltwyck to Kingston. (Schoonmaker, History of Kingston , 
pp. 2, 5-6, 59). 

4R. R. Hoes, Baptismal and Marriage Registers of the Old Dutch Church 
of Kingston, N.Y. (1660-1809), p. 195. In four other places (on pp. 442, 449, 
461 and 669) the name is “Gemryk.” 

5ln these records the family name always has but two syllables. 

^Zachariah married Cornelia Scott of Rhinebeck Flats in 1757. They had 
four sons (William, Jere, Petrus and Zachariah, Jr.) and five daughters 
(Geertrui, Regina, Maria, Catharina and Margriet). At the time of the 
Revolutionary War, Zachariah and his two oldest sons served in the Sixth 
Regiment of the Albany Co. Militia. He resided in that county in 1790, when 
the first U.S. census was taken. Ecclesiastically, he was a Quaker, being one 
of the more prominent Friends in the meeting organized at Troy, N.Y., in 
November, 1803. Zachariah died in 1811, but was survived ten years by 
his second wife, Tabitha. 

’Hoes, Baptismal and Marriage Registers, p. 195; no. 4199. 
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to minister ‘‘until his death, which occurred in 1752, in the 
ninety-sixth year of his age." 8 

Johan Pieters boy was christened Jeronimus, 9 in honor of 
Jeronimus Weller, who, with his w T ife, Anna Maria, sponsored 
the baptism. Jeronimus Weller's name appears in a list of “free- 
holders within the County of Ulster," in 1728. 10 Earlier still, in 
the winter of 1710, “Hyronimus Weller" was the head of a 
Palatinate family on the w r est side of the Hudson, between Kings- 
ton and Catskill. 11 He then had a son at least eight years old. 

Hieronimus Kernryk 12 married Anna (or Anna tie) Fiero 18 
prior to the Revolutionary War, for w T hen the first U.S. census 
was taken in 1790, they had three sons who were sixteen or more 
years old. 14 When the w r ar came, he served in the First Regiment 
of the Ulster County Militia of New York state. 15 Stephanus 
(1750-1831), Petrus (1762-1803), and Christian (1758-1826) Fiero 
also served in that Regiment, the first of them as an ensign. 
In 1781 Petrus wras a sponsor at the baptism of Hieronimus' 
second daughter, Lidia; and three years later, Stephanus acted 
in that capacity when his fourth son, Christian Fiero, was bap- 



sSchoonmaker, History of Kingston, pp. 209, 211. 

^Jeronimus is equivalent to Hieronimus, which is the Latin for Jerome. 

A contracted form of the latter is “Hierome ,” which, phonetically, resembles 
“Hiram,” and can easily be mistaken for it (see n. 13). 

i° Documentary History of N.Y., Vol. Ill, p. 971. 

n Ibid., p. 570; O.U., Vol. 7, p. 271. 

i2Such is one of various spellings of his surname. Others follow. 

13 O.U., Vol. 8, pp. 154, 180, 221, 306. Anna’s parents were Johann Christian 
and Maria Elizabeth (Muller) Fiero, who were bom in Germany, and married 
in Ulster Co. on Sept. 8, 1722 (Hoes, Baptismal and Marriage Registers, 
p. 542). When Johann, a widower, made his will on Nov. 16, 1786, he had 
four sons and six daughters (Berthold Fernow, Calendar of Wills, 1626-1836, 
p. 152). The sons: Valentine, David, Christian and Peter. The daughters: 
Margaret, Anna, Lydia, Esther, Rosina and Catherine. A great-great-grand- 
daughter of Hieronimus, Mrs. Amy Maria (Canright) Brown, states, in a 
Family Record, that “Hiram” (evidently mistaken for Hieronimus, see n. 9) 
got his wife, Hannah Fero, from Rhinebeck. A Peter Fero still lived there at 
the time of the 1790 census. Variant forms of this family name include not 
only Fiero and Fero, but also Feero, Feroo, Ferro, Fier, Fiere, Fierer, Fire and 
even Tire. 

i*Heads of Families at First US. Census, for N.Y. state (p. 171); Family 
Record (n. 13). 

isjames A. Roberts, New York in the Revolution, Vol. I, p. 187. It is evident 
that the two successive names at the top of the second column — Heronemus 
Camreych (the “n” appears as an “a”) and Aronamis Carnright denote 
one and the same person. In the same list, as given in Brink’s Early History 
of Saugerties, the name is Hieronymus Carnright (p. 349). 
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tized. 16 Two of these Fiero men were Anna’s brothers; 13 Steph- 
anus was probably her cousin. 

In the northeastern corner of Ulster Co., in Saugerties town- 
ship, lies Katsbaan, where at least sixty people resided in 1718. 
A Dutch Reformed church — “one of the original churches of 
Ulster Co.” — was built there in 1732, almost entirely recon- 
structed in 1816, and built anew in 1867, with its original 
initialed stones incorporated in the rear wall. 17 (In the old 
cemetery, hard by, lie buried some fifty members of the Fiero 
family, including the three men, mentioned above.) The church 
records, begun on Nov. 8, 1730, by Dominie G. W. Mancius — 
a German who presently became the colleague of Vas in Kingston 
— reveal that Hieronimus and Anna were members at Katsbaan, 
at least from 1777 to 1788. Their six youngest children were 
christened during that period, by different men, two of them by 
Dominie Lambertus DeRonde, who served as pastor from Aug. 13, 
1780 to June 18, 1786. 

When the first U.S. census was taken, Hieronimus was the 
only Carnrike 18 at the head of a family in Ulster Co. 19 He then 
resided in the town (i.e., township) of Kingston. But this does 
not mean that he had left the Katsbaan area, for at that time 
the present Saugerties township was the northern portion of 
Kingston. It is interesting to note the number of cemeteries in 
this part of Ulster Co. which contain the remains of members 
of this pioneer family: those at Mountain View, at a place a 



iso.t/., Vol. 8, pp. 154, 188. 

i 7 N. B. Sylvester, History of Ulster Co., N.Y., (1880), p. 45f. A picture of the 
original building appears on page 85 of the eighth volume of O.U.; and one 
of the present, opposite page 280 of Old Gravestones of Ulster Co., by Poucher 
and Terwilliger. William Fiero showed me one of the second, at Katsbaan, 
on June 5, 1964. 

isVariant forms of the family name, having two syllables, include the fol- 
lowing: Carnright, Carnrike, Carnrite, Camryck, Camryk, Camwright, Corn- 
right, Gamreck, Garnrvck, Ganrycke, Gemreck, Gemreic, Gernreich, Gemryk, 
Kamrijk, Kamryck, Kamryk, Karnryke, Kernrich, Kernrike, and Kemryk 
(in all of which there is an “r” in both syllables). I have also seen the 
following forms: Canright, Canrike, Canrite, Canwright, and Conright (with 
no “r” in the first syllable). The former forms — those having two ‘Vs” — 
are the older, and of them, those beginning with “G” are the earliest, those 
with “K” come next, and those with “C” are the latest. 

i 9 Doubtless his father was deceased by then. As for his two brothers, 
Zachariah was in Rensselaerwick town (township) of Albany Co., according 
to the Census Report; and John had either moved away or died. It is 
probable that Johan Pieter was the first Gemryk in Ulster Co., if not in 
America. 
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half mile south of Quarryville, at the Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Saugerties, at Hommel Ground on the Blue Mountain Road, 
at Woodstock (old portion), and at Zena Community Ground 
(in the rear of the Reformed Dutch Church). 20 
' We have already observed that when this 1790 census was 
taken Hieronimus had three sons of sixteen or more; he also 
had a son under sixteen, and four daughters, whose ages are 
not given. However, the records of the Katsbaan church provide 
not only the name of Mrs. Gemryk (as noted above), but also 
the names of the four daughters: Margrit, Lidia, Sarah and 
Jannetje , 21 who were born in 1777, 1781, 1786 and 1788 respec- 
tively. From the same source we learn the names of two sons: 
the fourth, Christian Fiero, mentioned above, and the youngest, 
Joseph, Jannetje’s twin. One of these two must have died before 
the census; otherwise there would have been two sons under 
sixteen then. Since Christian Fiero lived until 1859, Joseph 
is the one who had passed away. 

The name of Hieronimus Garnrycke appears in the 1800 
Census report of Kingston township, which states that he was 
then a man of forty-five or more. (If he was born the year he 
was baptized, he was sixty-seven.) It also states that his wife was 
at least forty-five. Four children were still at home, a son and 
three daughters. The son, said to be between sixteen and twenty- 
six, was plainly his youngest, Christian Fiero. The census taker 
reports tnat one of the daughters was between ten and sixteen, 
and that the other two were between sixteen and twenty-six. 
It may be that Jannetje had died, tor we know that Sarah 22 was 
yet living. According to two mortgage records in Kingston, 
Hieronimus was still living there in 1804. 22a 

There are various indications that the names of the first 
three sons of Hieronimus were, in order, John, Peter and David, 
all of whom appear as heads of families in the 1800 census of 
Ulster Co. I submit that these, with Christian Fiero, constitute 
the four mentioned in the first U.S. census. Hieronimus and these 



20 Old Gravestones of Ulster Co., pp. 232, 246, 270, 273, 274, 281, 283, 381, 
399. 

21 o.U., Vol. 8, pp. 92, 154, 221, 249-250. The "je,” which is added to 
“Jannet," is the Dutch equivalent of “ie” in English, and makes it a pet name. 
(Ibid., Vol. I, p. 231 f.; American Ancestry, Vol. I, p. 99f.) 

22Six years later, on Nov. 29, 1806, “Sally Karnryck” was married at Kats- 
baan to John Polhemus (NYG&BRec, Vol. 83, p. 20). 

22»Bk. 10, pp. 134, 198. 
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four alone appear in the census report of 1810, as heads of 
families in Ulster Co. The 1830 census lists all four sons, and 
also records their age brackets, revealing that three of them were 
over sixteen, and the other one under, in 1790. Two of them 
still resided in Ulster County; the other two were in the Finger 
Lakes region of central New York. It was sons of the latter two 
who, in due course, migrated westward to Michigan. 

1. Peter Carnrike — to be distinguished from his cousin, 
Peter, the son of his Uncle Zachariah — who lived in Kingston 
township in 1830, 23 was then between sixty and seventy years old. 
His tombstone, in Zena, Woodstock township, states that he died 
on Dec. 27, 1852, at the age of eighty-five years, one month, 
and two days. He was, therefore, bom on Nov. 25, 1767, and 
so was over sixteen when the first census was taken. “Comright” 
is the spelling on his marker, but “Carnright,” on that of his 
wife, the former Catherine Ostrander. 

‘‘Petrus Gemryk” and “Catharina Ostranter,” both of Wood- 
stock, and not previously wed, were married by Dominie George 
J. L. Doll on Aug. 23, 1796. 24 They subsequently attended the 
Dutch Church in Katsbaan where some of their children were 
baptized from 1797 to 1804. 25 The records there give his name 
as Karnrijk. Peter’s name, with Catherine’s, appears in the records 
of Ulster Co. as early as 1819. 

2. Christian Fiero Carnrike lived in Saugerties township in 
1830. He was then between forty and fifty years of age, which 
means that he was bom between 1780 and 1790. This harmonizes 
with his baptismal record, stating that he was bom in 1784. His 
name with that of his wife, Phoebe, appears in Ulster Co. 
records as early as 1829, thirty years before his death. 

When the 1830 census was taken, Peter and Catherine had 
seven sons and three daughters at home, while Christian F. and 
Phoebe had one son and one daughter there. In neither case 



23Schoonmaker’s detailed account of “Kingston as it was in and about 1820“ 
shows that no Carnrikes resided in the city at that time (History of Kingston, 
pp. 435-471). 

2*Hoes, Baptismal and Marriage Registers, p. 669; no. 2035. The letters 
“j.m.” after his name, and “j.d.“ after hers, are the initials of the Dutch 
words for “young man” and “young daughter” — “young” indicating, not the 
age, but the fact that they “had never before been married” (Ibid., p. 499, 
Introductory Note). 

250.1/., Vol. 9, pp. 27, 61, 115; NYG&BRec, Vol. 76, p. 152. The name of 
Peter Kemricke appears on a mortgage relating to 55 acres of land, in 
Kingston township, on Dec. 5, 1804 (Bk. 10, p. 219, Kingston). 
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are the names of wife and children given. Undoubtedly, these 
two couples were the progenitors of many of the Camrights 
whose legal records abound in the County Clerk’s building in 
Kingston, 20 and of many of those now residing in the Kingston- 
Saugerties area, some of whom I have met. 

3. David Carnrike, named after his mother’s brother, 13 was 
one of the Carnrikes from Ulster Co. who, I have said, resided 
in Central New York when the 1830 census was taken. He then 
lived at Junius, Seneca County, and was between fifty and sixty 
years old. When the 1850 census was taken, he was still there, 
and his age is recorded as eighty years. Accordingly, he was bom 
in the year 1770, 27 and was, therefore, like Peter, past sixteen 
(though not so far past) in 1790. 

The 1850 census also tells us that David was born in New 
York state, but it does not specify the county. However, David 
Kamryck of Woodstock, Ulster Co., married Annatje (diminu- 
tive for Anna or Hannah) Moon, of Beaverdam on Jan. 31, 1800. 
So he was dwelling in that county only a decade after the first 
census had been taken. 28 He died on April 12, 1857, at the age 
of eighty-seven. 29 His wife predeceased him on July 22, 1843. 30 

David and Hannah had nine children — four sons and five 
daughters: John, Levi, Jacob, David Jr., Mary, Ann Eliza, Mercy, 
Julia Ann and Roenna (or Rocana). All but one of them are 
mentioned in David’s will, which was drawn up on Aug. 7, 
1829. 31 That one, who evidently had died previously, is listed 
in the old Family Record. 32 Inasmuch as it is John who is of 



26 i myself saw there over a hundred such records in the course of a few 
hours. 

2'This is confirmed by an old Family Record which I have seen in the 
home of a great-great-granddaughter, Mrs. Ruth L. Thompson, of Cold- 
water, Mich. 

28 NYGbBRec, Vol. 91, p. 28, In O.U., Vol. 9, p. 220 (no. 256), the name is 
Karnrijk. In May of 1816 David Cernrik lived in Hurley, Ulster Co. (Mort- 
gages, Bk. 14, p. 326, Kingston). The old Family Record (n. 27) says that 
Mrs. Camrike’s maiden name was Hannah Moe. So “Moon” and “Moe” were 
variant spellings of the same name. Both occur repeatedly in Ulster Co. 
records. 

29See package no. 521 in the File at the Courthouse of Seneca Co., N.Y., 
in the town of Waterloo. It concerns the settling of David’s estate. 

s°The old Family Record (n. 27). 

3 iWill Bk. E, pp. 181-2, in the Surrogate’s office, at Waterloo, N.Y. 

32 See n. 27. 
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special interest to us, I will refer the reader to the footnote for 

some facts concerning the rest. 33 

John is mentioned in the File 34 as a resident of Coldwater, 
Mich., in 1857. He had an initial, W,” and shall henceforth 
be called "John W.” to distinguish him from his Uncle John. 
John W. was bom in Ulster Co., New York, in 1802. 35 He accom- 
panied his parents when they moved from Ulster Co. to Seneca 
Co., probably in the 1820’s. When the 1830 census was taken, 
John W. was between twenty and thirty years old, and the head 
of a family in Junius. He then had two children, a boy and a 
girl, both under five. We know from other records that the boy 
was named George S., and the girl, Hannah. 36 

John W. was one of the first of the Canrights to move westward. 
On July 22, 1835, he obtained some kind of right to 140 acres 
of land in Coldwater township. Branch Co., Mich. 3< His grand- 
son, F. E. Howland, of Lansing, Mich., showed me the two U.S. 
Government land-grant certificates which conferred this property, 
as a homestead, on John (W.) in 1838-39. The certificates state 
that the conferee was a resident of Seneca Co., N.Y. Shortly 
thereafter, John W. and Mrs. Carnrike moved west. When the 
1840 census was taken they resided, with three children, in Cold- 
water, Mich. The report gives his name as Canrite. In 1850, the 
census report contains the names of John and his wife, Lydia, of 



33Mary L., the eldest (born 1801) married Jesse Packer, and, - according 
to the old Family Bible record shown me by a grandson — bore him four 
sons and five daughters. They moved to Michigan in 183/ and settled near 
the present Battle Creek. Levi and his wife, Sophia, had five children, in- 
cluding Peter, who died in 1866 of maladies contracted in the Civil War. 
(He is buried at Tekonsha, Mich.) Of Jacob, the third son, we know little. 
He was bom in 1808, and was “supposed to be” in Ohio when his father 
died in 1857. Ann Eliza married Simeon Owens. They also migrated to Mich- 
igan in 1837. They and all but one of their seven children are interred at 
Tekonsha. Mercy, it appears, died before she was sixteen. Julia Ann married 
a Mr. Haight and had five children, while Roenna married a Mr. Thomas to 
whom she bore two girls. David, Jr., alone, received “a good English educa- 
tion.” He died in 1869, at the age of forty-seven, leaving his wife, Elizabeth, 
and four children, the eldest married. 

3*See n. 29. 

ssDeath Bk. A, p. 180, Coldwater Courthouse; cf. Burial Record in the 
office of the Coldwater City Clerk. 

seGeorge (born 1827) married Lucy E. Davis, and had five children. 
Hannah married Jonathan J. Packer, and bore him a boy and a girl. Both 
George and Hannah are buried in Oak Grove cemetery, at Coldwater. 

37 History of Branch Co., Mich. (1879), by Crisfield Johnson; published by 
Everts and Abbott of Philadelphia (p. 168, col. 1). 
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George S. and Lucy E. (George’s wife), and of Emily. The older 
daughter, Hannah, named after her grandmother, had already 
married. 38 

At what is now the southern terminus of Jay Street, on W. 
Garfield Ave., in Coldwater, John W. erected the first brick 
house in that town. Each brick was molded by hand, but no 
trace of the dwelling exists today. John W. was not only a 
farmer: according to an old newspaper clipping, he was also 
a trainer of trotting horses. 

John W’s wife died in 1857, less than two months before his 
father. It was on Feb. 25 of that year that he purchased lot 302 
in Oak Grove cemetery in Coldwater, paying SI 0.00 for ten 
graves. At the close of the following year, John W. Canright — 
for the name was altered from Carnrike — married Mrs. Lucy 
A. (Sanford) Chafee, who was twenty-five years his junior. She 
was bom on July 4, 1827 at Red Creek, Wolcott Township, 
Wayne Co., N.Y., which is about twenty miles north of Junius. 
It is, therefore, probable that John W. and Lucy A. had known 
each other for years. 

To John W. and Lucy A. Canright five children were bom, 
three girls and two boys. 39 The 1860 census report of Coldwater 
is too faint for one to identify this family, but not so the one 
for 1870, where the names of all its living members are given. 
The Branch Co. Gazetteer for 1870-71 lists John (W.) as a farmer 
southwest of the city, and in 1872 an atlas 40 mentions Canrights 
farm of 180 acres (in sections 28 and 29), immediately south of 
the city’s boundaries. John W. made his will on May 3, 1882, 41 
died on May 12 following (of lung and heart difficulties 42 ), and 
was buried in the old Coldwater cemetery. A marker on his 
grave is inscribed 1802-1882. 

4. John Canright 43 was the other Ulster Co. Carnrike residing 
in the Finger Lakes area of New York at the time of the 1830 

380n Dec. 4, 1844 (Marriage Bk. B, p. 40, Coldwater). 

39These were: Eva L. (bom 1859), who married Deacon Baker; Anna 
Eliza, who married Dayton M. Roberts; John A., who died in childhood; 
Benjamin Franklin (called Frank), w r ho married Ida Jennie Ruthruff; and 
Rose D., who married Benjamin F. Howland, and, late in life, a Mr. Tulip. 

40 Atlas of Branch Co., Mich., published by C. O. Titus of Philadelphia. 
A copy is in the Coldwater Public Library. 

4 *Deed Bk. 54, pp. 412-13, Coldwater. 

42 See n. 35. 

4 3Here is the earliest occurrence of the spelling “Canright.” John is to be 
be distinguished from his cousin, Johannes, the son of his Uncle John, and 
the husband of Annatie. 
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census. He lived in Middlesex township of Yates Co., which 
is just across Seneca Lake from Seneca Co., where his brother, 
David, resided. John was then between sixty and seventy years 
old. (This tallies with the 1800 census, which says he was then 
between twenty-six and forty-five.) He was, therefore, bom, as 
was Peter, between 1760 and 1770. According to the 1810 census, 
he was the older of the two. So he, like Peter and David, was 
over sixteen when the 1790 census was taken. 

According to an old record at the Yates Co., N.Y., Courthouse, 
John’s wife was named Nancy. On June 26, 1822, John had pur- 
chased thirty acres of land, bordering on Lake Canandaigua, for 
$250.00. 44 This same acreage was sold for $975.00 on Feb. 6, 
1837, by John “and Nancy his wife.” 45 

The Family Record of a great-granddaughter of theirs (n. 13) 
states that Nancy’s maiden name was Mortis (Morris, says 
another descendant), and that she was bom at Mamakatin, in 
1761. (Mamakating towmship, today, is a part of Sullivan Co., 
N.Y., w’hich borders on Ulster Co. Prior to 1809, it belonged 
to Ulster itself. Some early records wTite the name Mame-Kating.) 

But w r as John, indeed, from Ulster Co.? He was, for his name 
appears in the 1800 and 1810 census records of Ulster Co., just 
next to that of Hieronimus. It also appears in a mortgage record 
there, in 1804, in connection with the name of Jeronimus Kern- 
rick. 454 Further, w*e know that at least two of his sons w r ere bom 
there. 46 1 submit, therefore, that John, Peter, David and Christian 
F. w r ere the names of the four unnamed sons of Hieronimus, 
listed in the first U.S. census of Ulster Co., N.Y. 

John, like his father, had five sons, for he had three under ten 
at the time of the 1800 census, 47 and two were bom during the 

decade that followed. Their names w T ere , Joel L., Solomon, 

Ira and Hiram. Let us now consider them in this, the order of 
their births. 

a. Inasmuch as Joel L. was bom in 1798, and Solomon in 
1799 (or possibly early in 1800), John’s other son, bom prior 
to 1800, must have been the eldest of them. As yet, I have been 
unable to learn even so much as his name. He died before the 
1810 census, for John then had only two sons over ten (four 
in all). 

44 Deed Bk., 12, p. 559, Penn Yan, N.Y. 

45 ibid., p. 558. The two deeds were recorded on the same day. May 20, 1837. 

45a Bk. 10, p. 198. 

46The proof will be given below. 

4 "See page 221 of Ulster Co. report. 
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b. Joel L., the second son of John and Nancy, 48 was born in 
New York state on July 30, 1798. 49 When the 1850 census was 
taken, he was farming in Carlton township, Orleans Co., N.Y., 
a little to the northwest of Yates Co., where his parents had 
lived. Not long after the Civil War, he moved to Michigan 
where his two younger sons procured, for the price of $4800.00, 
a tract of 120 acres in Leroy township, Calhoun Co., on Sept. 4, 
1866. 50 He was living there four years later, 51 and it was there 
that he died soon after (on April 30, 1872). 52 He was buried on 
the second of May in Oak Hill Cemetery in Battle Creek (in 
lot 475). 

Like his Uncle David, Joel had four sons. His first wife — 
probably Susan Morgan — bore him two (Lester Joel and Theo- 
dore Vincent); and his second wife, Jane Esselstyn, a Hollander, 
the other two (Melzar and Jerome F.). 53 

That Melzar and Jerome were the only sons of Jane is 
indicated by the fact that the lot wherein Joel and Jane are 
buried was the joint property of Melzar and Jerome only (see 
Oak Hill Cemetery Record in Battle Creek). Ten years separated 
between the births of Theodore and of Melzar. The two sets 
of boys belonged to two mothers. 

That these two pairs were, indeed, brothers is confirmed in 
several ways, of which I will mention only three. Leslie J. Can- 



48The proof appears in the account of his brother, Solomon, which 
comes next. 

4»See 1870 census account of Leroy township, Calhoun Co., Mich.; 1880 
census of the fifth ward of Battle Creek (no. 134); Death Bk. I, p. 94, Marshall. 

s°Deed Bk. 63, p. 655, Marshall. The present owner is Alva Pierce. Route 
78 runs along its w r estem limit. 

siSee 1870 Census record. 

52Death Bk. I, p. 94, Marshall. 

53Lester Joel (born 1826) first married Phoebe Cooper (who bore him two 
sons), and then, after serving in the Civil War, Mrs. Catherine (Curtiss) 
Walker, by whom he had two more children, a girl and a boy. Theodore 
Vincent first married Camilla Slayton, and later, Maria M. Grover, who bore 
him two daughters. He became an Elder in the Seventh-day Adventist 
church at Quincy, Mich. Melzar married Irena M. White. They were Method- 
ists and their only child, Harry Lee, became a medical missionary of that 
church, in West China, in 1892. During his forty years there, he treated 
a million patients, built the Chengtu Hospital, and helped to found the West 
China Union University. Jerome, the youngest of Joel’s sons, married Emily 
L. Canright, his cousin (n. 56), after his service in the Civil War, the 
wedding taking place in Theodore’s home in Coldwater. He died in the 
Soldiers’ Home at Hampton Roads, Va. in 1926. The history of Joel’s four 
sons spanned an even century. 
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right, Sr., of Fort Worth, Texas, a grandson of Lester, writing 
to me on Aug. 6, 1962, mentioned his great-uncle Melzar - 
which shows that Lester and Melzar were brothers. In another 
letter, dated Sept. 7, 1962, he declared that Theodore and Melzar 
were brothers. Moreover, on Feb. 18, 1963, I received a letter 
from Miss Marion I. Canright, of Bradenton, Fla., saying that 
she has a notation that Lester and Theodore were half-brothers 
of Melzar (and so of Jerome, too). 

One of Jerome’s sons, Claude, when a man of sixty-one, wrote 
thus, on Dec. 20, 1928, to a daughter-in-law, concerning Joel and 
Jane: *"I remember grandmother Canright 54 as a thin, little grey- 
haired lady, smoking a clay pipe, and I now have the rocker 
in which she used to sit and smoke. I remember grandfather 
as a dignified man, wearing a Prince Albert coat and a silk 
(stovepipe) hat. That was in the long ago and these are among 
my earliest recollections. 

“Grandfather raised the tobacco he and grandmother smoked. 
This was on the farm in East Leroy which Uncle Met [Melzar] 
and father used to own .... I was born there: so was Blanche 
and Arthur,” his sister and brother, who were younger than 
himself. 

c. Solomon, according to his granddaughter, Mrs. Brown, was 
a son of John and Nancy Canright. 55 He was bom in Ulster Co., 
N.Y., in 1799 or 1800 (only a decade after the first census), and 
married a French girl, Pamelia Pequor, daughter of Francis 
and Katherin Pequor, who was born near Lake Champlain in 
Vermont, on June 13, 1803 or 6. The marriage took place in 
1825, in New York state, whither the Pequors had moved in 
1818! Solomon and Pamelia had ten children -six sons and 
four daughters 56 — all born in New York state. 



5«It appears that Jane had some money, for she paid $1,000.00 for 50 acres 
of land in Carlton township, Orleans Co., N.Y., on April 7, 1842 (Deed Bk. 
21, p. 129, Albion, N.Y.), and was probably the payer of the other $1,000.00 
which procured an adjoining 27 acres for her sons in 1851 (Deed Bk. 36, 
p. 140, Albion). Then, on April 9, 1866, she purchased property in Coldwater 
for $1,850.00 (Deed Bk. 25, p. 172, Coldwater), which she sold on March 14, 
1867 for the same amount (Deed 26, p. 215, Coldwater). Jane s great-grand- 
daughter, Mrs. Gulmeyer, confirms the idea that Jane came from a wealthy 
family: Jane’s sister attended a Dame School. 

ssThe data that follows was derived from the Memorial Record of the 
Counties of Faribault , Martin , Watonwan and Jackson (Minn.), and the 
Family Record compiled by Mrs. Brown (n. 13). 

seNancy Katherin (bom 1826) named after her grandmothers, never mar- 
ried. Charles Sedgwick married Grace Baker and had two daughters. Franklin 
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In 1830 Solomon, with his wife and three children, were 
living in Shandaken, Ulster Co., N.Y., according to the census 
record. At least five of the children were bom in that place. I 
have seen a couple of records in the County Clerk’s building at 
Kingston, N.Y., dated 1834, which mention Solomon Canright 
(or Carnright) of Shandaken, Ulster Co., as connected with a 
tannery. 57 Another granddaughter. Miss Estella Canright of 
Grand Rapids, wrote me on Oct. 1, 1962, that her father, 
Francis 58 Canright, told her that his father, Solomon, had been 
a tanner while in New York state. 

It was in 1845 or 1846 that Solomon and Pamelia with their 
ten children travelled in covered wagons westward to Brook- 
field, in Waukesha Co., Wisconsin. There Solomon took up 160 
acres of virgin land under a government regulation, paying 
$150.00 in addition to the usual price of $1.25 per acre. In the 
fall of 1856 he sold the property for $4900.00, and then bought 
a farm in Pewaukee township, in the same county, for $4000.00. 
Solomon died in 1856, but Pamelia survived until 1892. 

Solomon’s youngest daughter, Emily L., married Joel’s youngest 
son, Jerome F. 59 That the bride and groom were first cousins, 
is attested by Emily’s niece. Miss Estella Canright, and also 
by Mr. Lewis of Joppa, Mich., who purchased his farm from 
Jerome in 1908. This proves that Solomon and Joel were 
brothers. 

d. Ira was the fourth son of John and Nancy. When the 1830 
census was taken in Middlesex, a son between twenty and thirty 
was in John’s home, but his name is not given. However, it is not 
hard to identify him as Ira. I have mentioned the property on 
Lake Canandaigua which was held by John and Nancy Can- 
right. On Sept. 4, 1835, Ira Canright bought 33 acres in the 



Pecor got his second name from his mother’s maiden name. Friend William 
died prior to 1896. John Emory' married the daughter of a Methodist minister, 
Deha Helen Walbridge, a distant relative of “The Dairyman’s Daughter’’ 
(made famous by Rev. Legh Richmond’s account of her). They had eight 
children, including Amy Maria, the compiler of the family history (n. 13). 
Pamelia, the sixth child, like her older sister, never married. Francis Yeu- 
mans (or Asbury) married Josephine Maynard, by whom he had six children, 
including Estella Lily, who has furnished me with valuable material. Irene R. 
married a Mr. Howard late in life. Solomon, Jr., as well as his older brothers, 
John Emory’ and Francis, served in the Civil War. Emily L., the youngest, 
became the wife of her cousin, Jerome F. (n. 53). 
siDeed Bk. 42, p. 628. 

ssNamed after his grandfather, Francis Pequor. 
ssMarriage Bk. D, p. 261, Coldwater. 
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same township, which likewise bordered on that lake. 60 On 
March 20, 1837, he purchased another 15 acres there. 61 Then, 
a few weeks later, on April 28, he sold the second tract for 
$2169.00. 62 On May 20, his three deeds were recorded — which 
is the day the two belonging to John were recorded (n. 45). 
Surely, this is enough to show that the son at home was Ira. 

That Ira was between twenty and thirty in 1830 is capable of 
absolute proof. On May 6, 1837, “Ira Canright of Middlesex, 
Yates Co., N.Y.,” paid SI 800.00 to Mr. and Mrs. Abner Beach, 
of Auburn, Cayuga Co., N.Y. Oust east of Seneca Co.), for about 
190 acres of land in Kinderhook, Branch Co., Mich. 63 A few 
years later, on Oct. 28, 1840, Ira Canright, of Ovid, married 
Emily Ann Malcolm of Skaneateles, Cayuga Co., N.Y. (which 
is eight miles east of Auburn). 64 At that time Ira was 35. He was, 
therefore, born in 1805, and so was between twenty and thirty 
when the 1 830 census was taken. Ira’s name appears in the census 
for Ovid township (including Kinderhook) in 1840, and his 
age is given as between thirty and forty. On April 8, 1841, Ira 
and Emily sold land to John Waterhouse of the same township in 
Branch Co. 65 In 1844 Ira was one of the overseers of the highways 
of Kinderhook township. 66 

A son, Eugene, was born to Ira and Emily in 1845, for the 
1850 census lists him as five years old; and the 1860 census, as 
fifteen. 07 The 1850 census report indicates that Ira had already 
died, for it is Emily’s name that appears as the head of the 
family. 08 On Friday, May 2, 1851, Samuel H. Whitcomb (guard- 
ian for Eugene) and Emily Ann, sold at auction, in the home 
of John Waterhouse, in Kinderhook, about 200 acres of land, 
to Asahel Flint for §1000. 00. 69 An immense Balm of Gilead tree, 



eoDeed Bk. 12, p. 562, Penn Yan. 

6i Ibid., p. 560. 

62 Ibid., p. 561. 

63Deed Bk. O, p. 22, Coldwater. 

64Marriage Bk. A, p. 66 (cf. Bk. E, p. 101; no. 1495), Coldwater. 

65Deed Bk. R, p. 318, Coldwater. 

6G History of Branch County, Mich. (1879), p. 296. 

6"Eugene was bom on April 3, 1845 and died on January 12, 1929. He served 
in Co. C, 28th Regiment, of the Michigan Infantry, during the Civil War. 
On June 4, 1870 he married Mrs. Elizabeth B. (Spence) Faloon, in Minnea- 
polis. To them were bom five children. In 1894 the family moved to North 
Platte, Lincoln Co., Nebraska, where Eugene died. 

esshe remarried in 1873 (Marriage Bk. E, p. 101; no. 1495, Coldwater). 

69Deed Bk. X, p. 469, Coldwater; The Coldwater Sentinel for Mar. 14, 21, 
28; Apr. 4, 11, 18, 25, 1851. I have conversed with a granddaughter of Asahel 
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planted by Ira, still stands on what is locally called “The 
Island," on Route 27, just south of the village of Kinderhook. 

e. Hiram, the father of Dudley M. Canright, was the youngest 
of the five sons of John and Nancy. That he was, indeed, their 
son, is plain from the evidence that he was a brother of Joel 
and Solomon. First, he was a brother of Joel: Solomon's grand- 
daughter, Miss Estella Canright, states that Alta Canright, 
whom she knew intimately, was a second cousin of Claude Can- 
right. Then Alta's and Claude's grandfathers, Hiram and Joel, 
were brothers. The same relationship is attested by Hiram's 
granddaughter, Mrs. Zee (Canright) Youngs, Jasper’s daughter, 
who has left a written statement that her father (Hiram's son) 
and Jerome (Joel’s son) were first cousins. Secondly, Hiram was 
a brother of Solomon: Miss Estella also states that Alta was 
her second cousin. Then their grandfathers, Hiram and Solomon, 
were brothers. The same relationship is confirmed by Estella 
in saying that her father, Francis (Solomon's son) often spoke 
of Dudley (Hiram's son) as his first cousin. 

We know, too, that Hiram was the youngest of the five sons, 
seeing the 1850 and 1860 census records indicate that he was 
bom in 1807 (he was forty-three in 1850 and fifty-three in 1860). 
Moreover, the carving on his tombstone in the cemetery at 
Sturgis, Mich., 70 states that he was bom April 18, 1807, and 
died May 6, 1875, at the age of sixty-eight years and eighteen 
days. Thus the first son was born, perhaps, in 1795, Joel in 
1798, Solomon about 1800, Ira in 1805, and Hiram in 1807. 

We also know from the census records of 1850 and 1860 that 
Hiram was bom in New York state. His granddaughter, Mrs. 
Youngs, referred to above, has stated that he came from Ulster Co. 

Inasmuch as Ira and Hiram were brothers, it was fitting that, 
when Ira married Miss Malcolm in 1840, the wedding took 
place “at the house of Hiram Canright in Ovid.'' 71 Likewise, 
it was fitting, when Theodore's older daughter, Gertrude, was 
wed to Perry Tufts in 1881, that Dudley, his cousin, officiated. 72 
The two men were not only fellow-Adventists, but also close 
relatives. 



Flint, Mrs. Spade, of Kinderhook, who resides on a part of the old farm; and 
with her nephew, a great-grandson of his, Mr. Burdette Harris, City Clerk of 
Coldwater. 

70 Lot 135, Block B. 

7l Marriage Bk. A, p. 66, Coldwater. 

72 Marriage Bk. E, p. 269, Coldwater. 
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Furthermore, since Hiram’s father John, and John W s father, 
David, were both sons of Hieronimus, Hiram and John W. 
were cousins. Since they and Ira were the only Canrites in 
Branch Co., Mich., at the time of the 1840 census, it is probable 
that these three came there together from western New York.* 3 

This is the family background of D. M. Canright. The record 
testifies abundantly to the energy, enterprise and perseverance 
of those pioneers who carved out farms and built homes in t e 
central and western counties of New York state, and later in 
the southern part of the state of Michigan. There was surely 
no lack of sterling character and practical ability among Can- 
right’s ancestors! 

Another characteristic not to be overlooked is the prominence 
of Biblical names in this account of Canright s background. 
His great-great-great grandfather named a son John Peter. His 
great-great grandfather called two of his sons Zachariah and 
John. Four of his great-grandfather’s sons were John, Peter, 
David and Joseph. Four of his grandfather’s sons were Joel, 
Solomon, Ira and Hiram. Other early Canrights were Abraham, 74 
Jacob 75 , Levi 76 , Caleb 77 , Elias 78 , Jeremiah 79 and Andrew 80 . 
Feminine names include those of Sarah 81 , Rebecca 82 , Mary , 
and Anna 84 . Surely all of this suggests a strong Christian influence 
within the Canright family. 

Finally, we should observe the patriotic character of the 
Canrights. We have seen that Hieronimus was a soldier in the 
American Revolution; so was his brother, Zachariah, and two 
of his nephews. We also know that, when the Civil War came, 
six of John’s grandsons, at least two of Peter s, at least three of 



73 John W.’s sisters, Mary and Ann Eliza, also came to Michigan in the 
middle 1830’s (see n. 33). It is probable, then, that all of these people 
migrated together in the summer of 1837. (Michigan had become a state on 
Jan. 26th of that year.) 

74Bom in Woodstock in 1812. 

75Third son of David, bom in 1808. 

76Second son of David, born in 1805. 

77Bom May 2, 1771; died July 18, 1849. 

78Born Dec. 25, 1797 and baptized in Katsbaan Feb. 8, 1798. 

7»Served in the Albany Co. Militia (see Roberts, N.Y. in the Revolution, 

Vol. I, p. 227). 

soBorn in Woodstock in 1799. 

siBaptized at Katsbaan Aug. 12, 1786 ( O.U. , Vol. 8, p. 221). 

82Born in Rhinebeck, March 20, 1761. 

83Mother of a child named Joel. 

84Wife of Hieronimus. 
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David’s, and one of Christian F’s served in the armed forces of 
the Federal Army. Certainly, D. M. Canright had no need to 
abase himself before men, when he reflected on his religious, 
patriotic and pioneering connections. He had come from the 
very best kind of stock. 

ABRIDGED GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY OF 
CHAPTERS I AND II 

I. Johan Pieter m. Margrita Smittin 
A. Hieronimus m. Anna Fiero 

1. Peter m. Catherine Ostrander 

2. Christian F. m. Phoebe 

3. David m. Hannah Moon 

a. John W. m. (1) Lydia ; (2) Mrs. Lucy A. 

Chafee 

4. John m. Nancy Mortis (or Morris) 

a. Son 

b. Joel L. m. (1) Susan Morgan 

i. Lester J. m. (1) Phoebe Cooper; (2) Mrs. 
Catherine Walker 

ii. Theodore V. m. (1) Camilla Slayton; (2) Maria 
M. Grover 

m. (2) Jane Esselstyn 

iii. Melzar m. Irena M. White 

iv. Jerome F. m. Emily L. Canright 

c. Solomon m. Pamelia Pequor 

i. Emily L. m. Jerome F. Canright 

d. Ira m. Emily Ann Malcolm 

i. Eugene m. Mrs. Elizabeth B. Faloon 

e. Hiram m. Loretta Richardson 

i. Sarepta m. William Patterson 

ii. Salina m. Baldrich 

iii. Dudley m. (1) Lucretia Cranson; (2) Lucy 
Hadden 

iv. John H. m. Anna J. Tu thill 

v. Jasper B. m. (1) Ruby Wagner; (2) Mrs. Rufina 
Turner 

vi. Mary J. m. Henry S. Plumb 

vii. Eva m. (1) ; (2) Wm. Bartlof 



CHAPTER TWO 



Canright’s Beginnings 

Canright says: “I was born in Kinderhook, Branch Co., Miclr, 
Sept. 22, 1840.” 1 That his statement is correct in regard to both 
place and time, is capable of abundant proof. 2 

Hiram Canright acquired 80 acres of land in Section 4 of Kin- 
derhook on June 5, 1835.- On Feb. 13, 1838, “Hiram Canright, 
and wife Loretta, of Ovid”* bought from David Tripp 80 acres 
in Section 4, Township 8, Range 6 .• (We have seen in chapter one 
that the same double transaction occurred in the case of property 
pertaining to Hiram’s cousin, John W., of CoWwatCT.) It is 
evident, then, that somewhere between June 5, 183a (wh 
Hiram obtained some right to his land) and Feb. 13, 1838, (when 
he actually procured it) he and Loretta moved to Kinderhook, 
Branch Co., Mich. 

The Canright farm lay in good country. Stevens and Conover 
declared* “No county in the state will rank before Branch in the 
fertility of its soil.” 7 The Michigan History Magazine speaks of 
“the rich lands of Coldwater prairie.” 8 1 have a letter from a 
resident of Kinderhook itself, Mr. Otis Barnes, which says that 
“the soil is of good texture and very desirable land from the 
beginning.” 



iSDAR p. 37. Kinderhook township derived its name from the birthplace of 
President' VanBuren; and Branch Co., its name from John Branch, Secretary 

of the Navy under President Jackson. 

2The reason for the following elaborate demonstration of the correctness 
of Canright’s statement will be apparent to the reader when he has read 
Ch. XIV. 

3 History of Branch Co., Mich. (1879), p. 291. 

4Prior to 1842, Ovid included the area of Kinderhook. 

s David Tripp Jr. (b. July 1, 1807) came to Kinderhook in 1836, a year after 
his brother George (Collins, A 20th Century History and Biographical Record 
of Branch Co., Mich., pp. 84, 85). 

eindex to Deeds (1833-50) p. 261, Coldwater. 
t Branch Co. Gazetteer (1870-71), p. 21. 
sVol. XIX, p. 193. 
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Mrs. Canright’s maiden name was Richardson. 9 She was born in 
Massaschusetts, 10 at New Salem, 11 on July 20, 1811. 12 When she 
died at Grand Junction, Colo., on Sept. 8, 1904, 13 she had, there- 
fore, attained the age of 93 years, 1 month and 18 days. 

On Feb. 13, 1963, Mrs. Zoe Jennings, of Portland, Ore., a 
granddaughter of Hiram and Loretta, wrote me that Loretta 
had come to live with her mother in Cheyenne, Wyo., when 
she, Zoe, was almost four years old, and had remained a member 
of the family until her death, which occurred sixteen years later. 
Her grandmother had told her that their nearest neighbors in 
Kinderhook were two miles distant. She also spoke of being alone 
one day when Indians came to the house and sat on the floor. 
After they had been given something to eat, they withdrew. 

Hiram Canright is listed as the head of a family in Kinder- 
hook at the time of the 1840 census, which was completed by 
September 17th. 14 It is indicated that he was then between thirty 
and forty years old. Since we have seen already that he was born 
in April of 1807, he was a little over thirty-three. The female 
between twenty and thirty is, plainly, his wife Loretta, who was 
then twenty-nine. The two girls, one under five and the other 
between five and ten, were, of course, their first two children. 

Beginning with the 1850 census, the reports contain the names 
of wives and children, as w r ell as of those men w T ho stood at the 
head of families. They also state the precise ages of all, and their 
place of birth. It is in this way that I first learned that Hiram 
was bom in 1807, and that his oldest daughters, Sarepta 15 and 
Salina 16 were born in New York state in 1834 and 1836, respec- 
tively. Inasmuch as Mr. and Mrs. Canright were living in Ovid 
on Feb. 13th, 1838, it is evident that they came there before the 



9 Art. on D. M. Canright in Who's Who in America for 1918-19, p. 455. 

10 Census reports for Kinderhook (1850 and 1860). 

^According to a granddaughter, Mrs. Jennings. 

12 Ibid.; see also Family Bible Record in possession of her great-grandson, 
M. Clifton Dey, of Ann Arbor, Mich. 

isSee n. 11. 

14 See microfilm at Mich. State Library, Lansing, Mich. 

15 Sarepta married Wm. Patterson, a Scotsman, on Oct. 14, 1879, at Cali- 
fornia, Mich. Both were then residents of Fremont, Ind., which is just across 
the State line (Marriage Bk. E, p. 237; no. 206, Coldwater). They had no 
children. Her nephew, Jess M. Canright, Dudley’s son, visited her in Grand 
Junction, Colo., in 1912. She and her husband died there. 

!«Salina, also called Kate, married a Mr. Baldrich. They lived in Wyoming 
and later in Oregon. They had two children: Ella and a son whose name 
is forgotten. 
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winter had begun, and, therefore, sometime in 183/, if not the 
preceding year, after Salina’s birth. Since Salina, as well as her 
older sister, Sarepta, was born in New York state, no doubt can 
fairly be entertained that the Canrights moved to Kinderhook 
from the Empire state. Mrs. Jennings, their granddaughter, cited 
above, wrote me: “I remember grandmother saying they lived in 
upstate N.Y., went to Mich/' 

The 1850 census of Kinderhook, taken on July 19th, informs 
us that Dudley (nine), John 17 (five) and Jasper 18 (two) were all 
born in Michigan. The 1860 report, prepared on July 30th, 
confirms this. Since Dudley was registered as nine in July of 
1850, and as nineteen in July of 1860, the two accounts harmo- 
nize with his statement that he was born in September of 1840. 

We have later proofs that Dudley was born in the fall of 1840. 
On April 11, 1867, he was married" in Battle Creek, to Lucretia 
Cranson. The marriage record in the Calhoun Co. Courthouse 19 
states that he was, at the time, 26 years of age. This agrees per- 
fectly, for, being born in September, he would not have been 27 
until that fall, five months later. 

A couple of years after Lucretia died, her husband remarried 
on April 24, 1881. The record of this marriage, in the Allegan 
Co. Courthouse, says that Canright was then forty. Again, the 
agreement is perfect, for, born in September, he would not have 
become forty-one for another five months. 

In the County Clerk’s office, in the Courthouse at Hillsdale, 
Mich., is an official record of Dudley Canright’s death, which 
took place at the home of his eldest daughter in that town. The 
record states that he died on May 12, 1919, at the age of /4 years, 
7 months and 20 days. This would mean that he was bom on 
Sept. 22, 1844 (instead of 1840). A letter from his son, written 



i"John Henry was bom in Kinderhook on Feb. 26, 1845, and died on Jan. 2, 
1928. He married Anna J. Tuthill of Dowagiac, Mich. They moved to Oregon. 
Their children: Jess T. (b. June 22, 1885), who has furnished me with this 
information; Fannie Loretta (b. Aug. 6, 1888; d. Oct. 26, 1905); George (b. 
March 19, 1890; d. March 27, 1896); Ruth (b. Dec. 9, 1892); and Irma 
Varina (b. Aug. 1, 1896; d. Dec. 28, 1927). 

isjasper B. was bom March 5, 1848, and died Sept. 4, 1931. He married (1) 
Ruby Wagner; they resided in Michigan. Their children: Alta N. (b. Dec. 2, 
1870; d. Aug. 1, 1952); Frank J. (b. Dec. 1, 1873); Ross J. (b. 1876); Harmon 
(b. 1878); Loyd Byrd (b. 1880; d. Sept. 26, 1961); Bee (1882*3); Zee (b. 1885; 
d. March 1, 1962); Karl Hugh (b. Jan. 7, 1891; d. Jan. 3, 1962). Jasper, in 
late life, married (2) Mrs. Rufina Turner. His death record states that he 
was born in Kinderhook (Bureau of Vital Records, Lansing). 
i»Marriage Record Bk. 5, p. 263, Marshall. 
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May 23, 1962, confirms that Sept. 22 was his father’s birthday. 
We have already seen — from the two census reports of 1850 and 
1860, and from the two marriage records of 1867 and 1881 — that 
the 1 840 date is correct. The death certificate, therefore, must be 
in error. 20 

The 1840 date is corroborated by an article in the Hillsdale 
Daily News for Monday, May 12, 1919, which states: “Rev. D. M. 
Canright, aged 79 years, and a well-known Minister of the state, 
of the Baptist denomination, died at 3:15 this morning from a 
stroke of paralysis, at the home of his daughter, Mrs. G. C. Dey, 
39 Howell St.” (p. 2). This report is confirmed by the Otsego 
Union , printed in Otsego, Mich., where Mr. Canright had lived 
for a number of years, and where his funeral service was con- 
ducted ere he was buried in the local cemetery. On Thursday 
afternoon. May 15, 1919, this paper says: “Rev. D. M. Canright, 
aged 80 years, died at the home of his daughter, Genevieve Dey, 
in Hillsdale, Monday.” The next issue states that “Mr. Can- 
right was 80 years old” (May 22, 1919, p. 1). In reality, he was 78 
years, 7 months and 20 days, which the one paper calls 79, see- 
ing he was nearer 79 than 78; and the other 80, dealing in round 
numbers only. 

So, we have abundant proof that Canright was born in Kin- 
derhook, Branch Co., Mich., in the fall of 1840. Thus far we 
have seen that he had two older sisters and two younger brothers. 
He also had two younger sisters. These are mentioned in the 
1860 census record for Kinderhook, Branch Co., Mich. Mary 21 
was then eight, therefore born in 1852; and Eva 22 was six, there- 



20The Hillsdale record is in error on another point: it says that Dudley’s 
father was Jasper, whereas he was Hiram, Jasper being a younger brother. 
That his father was Hiram is not only plain from the two census reports, 
but also from the record in the Family Bible (see n. 12). 

ziMary married Henry S. Plumb of Burr Oak, Mich, on Nov. 22, 1868, at 
Bronson, Mich. (Marriage Bk. E, p. 25; no. 367, Coldw r ater). It is stated in 
this record that Mary was born in Kinderhook. They moved to Cheyenne, 
Wyo. There w r ere five children: 2 sons (Raymond and Walter) and 3 daugh- 
ters (Lottie, Ida and Zoe D.). Zoe, who was bom on May 9, 1884, in Burr Oak 
township of St. Joseph Co., Mich., married a Mr. Jennings. She now lives in 
Portland, Ore., and has furnished me valuable data. Mary died in Grand 
Junction, Colo., on Sept. 9, 1905, one year and one day after her mother. 

22Eva w r as twice married. By her first husband, she had a daughter, Ola; 
by her second, Wm. Bartlof (or Barthoff), she had three girls (Kitty, Pearl 
and — ) and a boy (Dor, or Dare). The Bartlofs lived for many years in Alaska, 
where they owned a goldmine, and later in Auburn, Wash. Eva died in the 
1940’s. 
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fore born in 1054. So there were seven children in the family. 
Sarepta, the eldest, was born when her mother was twenty-three; 
and Eva, the youngest, just twenty years later. 

That the family enjoyed some measure of honor in the Kin- 
derhook community is evident from the fact that Hiram, its 
head, held local township offices now and again. When the first 
town meeting was held in April of 1842, Hiram was chosen to be 
one of the overseers of highways. He held the same position in 
1853, 1855 and 1858. In 1843 he was elected to the office of Com- 
missioner of Highways, and again in 1848. A third office be- 
stowed on him was that of constable, both in 1845 and in 1857. 
Thus during a period of seventeen years, from 1842 to 1858 
inclusive, he held some kind of office about half of the time. 23 

Such, then, are the available facts relating to Canright’s be- 
ginnings. He was the eldest son of Hiram Canright, whose grand- 
father had served in the Revolutionary War. He came from 
godly, as well as patriotic, stock, as is indicated by the Bible 
names in the families of his forbears. He was born at the close 
of the fourth decade of the nineteenth century, on a farm, in a 
pioneer settlement in the southern part of Branch Co., Mich. 
He belonged to a family of seven children, whose father was a 
respected and trusted citizen of Kinderhook. 



23 History of Branch Co., Mich. (1879), pp. 295-7. 



CHAPTER THREE 



Personal History: Part I 

The personal history of D. M. Canright divides itself naturally 
into two parts. Part one covers his life up to the time of his 
leaving Adventism (1840-1887); and part two, the period from 
that departure until his death (1887-1919). In this chapter, the 
former of these periods will be dealt with; the latter will be con- 
sidered in Ch. XII. 

In Ch. II we saw that Canright was born on a farm in Kinder- 
hook, Branch Co., Mich. Long years afterward, he used to talk 
about his boyhood days in that place. His son, writing to me on 
July 16, 1962, said: “My father told us lots of stories about the 
farm where he grew up.” In an article printed in the Review and 
Herald on March 28, 1882, Canright referred to his life in Kin- 
derhook. Since we know that he did not live there after he had 
reached maturity, we must conclude that he referred to the early 
years of his boyhood. 

There was one very sad defect in the Canright home, which 
Dudley indicates in his admission: “I had no religious training 
till I was sxteen” 1 This statement does not assure us that when 
he did have such training, he received it at home. So, whereas 
we have seen good reason for concluding that his grandfather, 
John, his great-grandfather, Hieronimus, and his great-great 
grandfather, Johan Pieter, were all Christians, we see that his 
father was not, — at least, during Dudley's early life. 

A nephew of Canright’s 2 informs me that Dudley “was of a 
mind to get an education, and did so, evidently contrary to the 
wishes of his father. He w r ent to town, got employment, and 
worked his way through school.” His niece, Mrs. Jennings, also 
of Portland, Ore., remembers her mother, Dudley’s sister Mary, 
telling how Dudley walked several miles barefooted, carrying his 
shoes (to save them) in order, presumably at the beginning of 
the week, to catch the train for school. The school referred to 



'SDAR, p. 37. 

2 Jess T. Canright, of Portland, Ore. 
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is the High School of Coldwater, 8 ten miles north of Kinderhook. 
When I sought to get his records from that institution, the 
Superintendent of the School District of the City of Coldwater 
Mr Carlo W. Heikkinen, wrote to me on June 6, 1964 that a 
fire in the school building, back in the early years of its history, 

ha ft1rvei7 likely that it was while attending High School in 
Coldwater that Dudley’s spiritual awakening took place. He 
says- “1 was converted among the Methodists under the la ors 
oi Rev. Mr. Hazzard, and baptized by him in 1858 - two years 

after having first come under religious instruction. 

From Coldwater High School young Canright went to the 
Academy (which had been incorporated in 183/) in Albion, Or- 
leans Co N.Y. 5 This town was near to his Uncle Joel s residence 
„ CaSon Township. (We have already noticed that Joel dtd 
not move to Michigan before 1866.) When I inquired at the Swan 
Library in Albiom on Sept. 11, 1962, regarding the Academy 
the Librarian told me that it had been closed long ago, and that 
no one knows anything about its records. , 

It was while Dudley was a student at Albion Academy that he 
became an Adventist. I shall leave it until the fifth chapter to 
ouote his account of this event, which proved so important in 
his after life. Although he presently quit school to devote him- 
self to winning others to his new-found faith*, yet (so Elder a 
I. Butler tells us) before he actually began to preach, he labored 
for several years “to acquire some necessary education. • Appa- 
rently, he returned to the Academy which he had left, for the 
accounts of his education mention only the High School in Cold- 

water and the institution in Albion, N.Y. 8 

It was probably after this concluding period in Albion Acad- 
emy that Dudley lived for a while with James and Ellen White, 
founders of Seventh-day Adventism. His son, writing me on Oct. 
4, 1962, says: “My father lived with the Whites for some time 
.’. .believe he was acting as secretary for them.” 3 



z\vho Was Who in America, Vol. I; (1897-1942), p. 190. 

5 /bid.; Who’s Who in America for 1918-19, p. 455. 

tr^HE d. 2* col. 3; cf. Dr. VanOsdel's article in the Grand Rapids Herald 
, , .gig which is quoted towards the close of Ch. XII. 

w” iTSUta (191M9), p. 45* m. ir. iw. i» 

younger brorher. juper, who w* uken into tbe White,’ 
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We shall see in our fifth chapter how, after being licensed to 
preach in 1864, and ordained in the following year, Canright 
labored in the state of Maine. But now it is appropriate to state 
the facts concerning his first marriage. In the spring of 1867, 
about a month before the General Conference, which was held 
on May 14, he returned to Battle Creek for the wedding on 
April eleventh. The bride w r as Lucretia Cranson, perhaps the 
child of Elder Cranson who was also in the Adventist ministry. 
The ceremony took place in the home of George W. Amadon of 
Battle Creek, a man engaged in the printing department of 
Adventism. The officiating minister was Elder J. N. Lough- 
borough, one of the pioneers of the movement. We have already 
seen that Dudley was then 26 years of age. Lucretia was 19. 10 
Presently they were working together in Maine. 11 His diary for 
1867 records details. 

The next year the Canrights moved to Massachusetts. 12 It was 
there, at South Lancaster (where S. N. Haskell lived) that their 
first child, Nettie L., was born on Nov. 29, 1868. She lived only 
four months, and died on April 2, 1869, at Manchester, N.H. 13 
Three years later (April 13, 1872), in Monroe, Iowa, another 
daughter, Genevieve, was born. 14 A third child, Fred, was born 
to Dudley and Lucretia in Oakland, Calif, on May 21, 1875. 15 

While Dudley was with the Whites in Colorado in August of 
1878, he was called home to Battle Creek because of his wife's 
illness. 16 The next spring, when Genevieve was seven and Fred 
four, Mrs Canright passed away. Her husband has left a record 
that Lucretia died on the Sabbath (as he termed Saturday), 
March 29, 1879, at 5:30 p.m. 17 This is the date inscribed on her 
tombstone (lot no. 410, in Oak Hill cemetery. Battle Creek). 
However, she was not buried until Thursday, April 24th. 18 The 



home at an early age. So I am informed by Jasper’s granddaughter, Mrs. 
Daniel B. Hale, of Lansing, Mich. 

lOMarriage Bk. 5, p. 263, Marshall; Calhoun Co. Marriages (1834-1870), 
Vol. I, p. 72. 
i iSDAR, p. 40. 

13 Familv Bible Record (Ch. II, n. 12). 

x *Ibid. Genevieve became the wife of Marvin Dey and the mother of M. 
Clifton Dey, who has furnished me much useful information. Genevieve died 
in 1939. 

M/6id. 

16 Mrs. E. G. White, Testimonies, Vol. IV, p. 297. 

17 Family Bible Record (Ch. II, n. 12). 

18 The Cemetery office wrote, on July 2, 1962, to give me the date of burial; 
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next two years must have been years of much concern for the 

widowed father. A ,. T 

It was toward the end of 1880 that Canright met Miss Lucy 
Hadden of Otsego, Mich. 19 According to her nephew Howard 
Pierce, of that place, she had been a school teacher and had had 
musical training. The following spring, on April 24, 1881, they 
were married by James White. We have previously seen dm 
the groom was then forty years old. The bride was twenty-five. 
Her parents had come from New York State after her bir . 
Canright was still a resident of Battle Creek.” In Lucy, Gene- 
vieve and Fred found a mother’s heart, and from her they re- 
ceived a mother’s care. 

Dudley and Lucy had four children. The first of these was 
George H. (named after his mother’s father) who was born on 
Dec 23, 1884, but lived only sixteen months, dying on Feb. 24, 
1886. The other three children were not born until after Can- 
right had left Adventism, and so will be introduced later on. 21 

This is an appropriate place to mention Canright s transac- 
tions in real estate during this period of his life. The Directory 
of the city of Battle Creek in 1868-9 lists “Rev. D. M. Canright, 
clergyman,” as owning the house at 115 West Main 22 On March 
17, 1879, “D. M. Canright of Battle Creek” purchased Lot 38 
of Manchester’s addition in the same city from John P. Kellogg 22 
for $900.00. This Kellogg was also an Adventist, having accepted 
the seventh-day Sabbath as early as 1852. 21 He was the father of 
Dr. John H. Kellogg, who was for many years Superintendent 
of the Battle Creek Sanitarium, and of W. K. Kellogg, four ) d “ 
of the Corn Flake industry. It was about two years and a half 
later (Oct. 17, 1881) that Canright sold this lot for $1,000.00.” In 
the spring of that year, shortly before his marriage to Lucy 
Hadden, “D. M. Canright, of Battle Creek” purchased, on April 
12th, about three acres of land in Otsego from his prospective 
father-in-law, George Hadden, for which he paid $1,000.00.” 

and then, on July 16th, to explain that in those days winter burial was 
delayed until the ground was frost-free. 

i QSDAR, p. 47. See her Obituary in Ch. XII. 

2°Marriage Bk. 4, p. 261, Allegan. 

2iSee Ch. XII. 

22 History and Directory of Calhoun Co. for 1868-9. 

23Deed Bk. 95, p. 209, Marshall. 

24 r&h for Jan. 6, 1853 contains his letter of Dec. 28, 1852, which menuons 
this fact. 

25 Deed Bk. 103, p. 87, Marshall. 

26Deed Bk. 79, p. 533, Allegan. 
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This land was connected with a house in town. 27 It was resold to 
the grantor for $1,200.00 on Jan. 9, 1892, after the Canright ts 
had become residents of Grand Rapids. 28 Moreover, 40 acres 
of farm land were bought by “D. M. Canright of Otsego” in 
1882 — 20 acres on May 19th and another 20 on July 27th — 
for a total of $2,100.00. 29 This was resold for $2,200.00 on June 
26, 1885, to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Clapp. 30 

It will be observed that Canright was, evidently, a good mana- 
ger, and knew how to take care of business matters, for in the 
three transactions wherein prices of purchase and sale are re- 
corded, he always sold at a profit. We shall see in Ch. XII that 
he continued to show good business sense to the end of his life. 



27 Otsego Union (issues for Dec. 14 and 21, 1888). 
28 Deed Bk. 116, p. 414, Allegan. 

2 ®Deed Bk. 90, pp. 320, 421, Allegan. 

80 Deed Bk. 100, p. 391, Allegan. 



CHAPTER FOUR 



Canright’s Integrity 

F. D. Nichol, the editor of Review and Herald , has listed some 
elementary rules, which, for centuries, have been used to ensure 
that an accused person is accorded a fair trial. In a volume of 
over 500 pages, devoted to the defense of the character and 
conduct of William Miller and his followers, including James 
White and Ellen G. Harmon, Mr. Nichol says: “The accused is 
to be considered innocent until proved guilty beyond a reason- 
able doubt. He has the right to bring in character witnesses. If 
the testimony of these witnesses clearly shows him to be a man 
of good character and reputation in the community in which 
he resides, that fact may rightly be stressed by counsel for the 
defense as a piece of presumptive evidence bearing on his inno- 
cence. The accused has a right to be heard in his own defense, 
and if his character witnesses have established his standing as a 
reputable citizen, his personal testimony is entitled to great 
weight. Hearsay and rumor are inadmissible as evidence.” 1 

I intend in the present chapter to bring in character witnesses 
who will clearly show that Canright was “a man of good charac- 
ter and reputation in the communities in which he resided, 
after leaving Adventism. These communities were two in num- 
ber: Otsego and Grand Rapids, both in the state of Michigan. 

I. At the time of his withdrawal from Seventh-day Adventism, 
on Feb. 17, 1887, Mr. Canright resided in the town of Otsego, 
Mich. Eight days later the Otsego Union had this to say: “Rev. 
D. M. Canright and family have withdrawn from the Adventist 
church of this place, and will at once connect themselves with 
some other Christian denomination. Mr. Canright has long been 
known in the church as one of the very ablest ministers in the 
Advent Society. We publish a letter from the Rev. gentleman 
this week. Mr. and Mrs. Canright are held in the highest esteem 
by our whole people,” i.e., by the residents of Otsego. 



i The Midnight Cry, p. 14. 
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A year later the following document originated in the same 
town: “Otsego, Mich., Feb. 21, 1888. We the undersigned are 
acquainted w r ith Rev. D. M. Canright who has resided in this 
village for the past seven years. As a citizen he is held in respect 
by the community, and in moral character and Christian integri- 
ty, he stands above reproach. 

Hon. W. C. Edsell, Banker and Ex-Senator 
Rev. J. Chaplin, Pastor of Congregational Church 
J. D. Woodbeck, Editor of Otsego Union 
H. L. Miller, M.D. 

C. A. Bowles, Post-master 

Hon. J. M. Ballou, Member of State Board of Education 
Geo. Smith, Ex-township Clerk 
P. W. Travis, Merchant 
Milton Chase, M.D. and J.P. 

L. E. Clark, M.D. 

H. C. Stoughton, Attorney at Law 
P. J. Hoag, Merchant Miller 
Sherwood Bros., Meat Market 
G. A. Osinga, Supt. of Schools” 2 

Two of the above signatories later provided individual com- 
mendations. Rev. J. R. Chaplin, the Congregational Pastor in 
Otsego, wrote: “I labored for over two years side by side with 
Rev. Canright, in Otsego, where he has a home and has lived 
for many years, and know him to be a Christian gentleman; and 
he is regarded as such by all in Otsego, except Adventists.” Prof. 
G. A. Osinga, the Superintendent of the Otsego Schools, said: 
“Mr. Canright is noted here for his pure moral character and 
exemplary Christian life.” 3 Another Otsego man, Rev. George R. 
Kulp, the Methodist Pastor, wrote on Jan. 24, 1889: “To whom 
it may concern: Rev. D. M. Canright has been favorably known 
to me during my pastorate in this place, some sixteen months. 
He is a Christian gentleman of good repute in this community, 
of decided influence for Christ, and as pastor of the Baptist 
church, succeeded in placing it on a good basis, resigning a few 
months past to the great regret of his people.” 4 
Canright's successor as pastor of the Otsego Baptist Church, 
L. B. Fish, wrote thus to him: “Since I have been pastor of the 
Otsego Church, I have been more than pleased to see how 



2 SDAR, 1st ed., ch. 1. 

3 1 bid., Preface to 2nd ed. 

*lbid. 



